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for assuming that the advantage has already passed
to   the   lower   forms   of  humanity, and   indeed   it
appears to be a well-ascertained law that the races
which care little for comfort and decency are bound
to tide over bad times better than their superiors,
and    that    the   classes   which   reach   the   highest
standard   are  proportionally  short-lived.     Nay, so
profusely  is   life  given  in excess  of what we can
account   the   efficient   use   made   of  it,   so    many
purposeless generations  seem  to pass away before
humanity is in travail of a prophet or a thinker, that
some inquirers have actually defined the method of
creation  as a   law of waste.    " To work  in  vain,"
said the author of The Plurality of Worlds^ " is so
far from being contrary to the usual proceedings of
nature that it  is an  operation which is constantly
going on in  every part of nature/'    Of the weeds
we trample down every one represents a wealth of
wasted germs ; of the fish that people the deep not
one but is the fortunate survivor where, it may be,
a  million possible  existences  have perished before
birth, and these again, if we go farther back, repre-
sent other and often higher types that were animate
and are extinct    Above us the infinite distances of
space are studded with orbs, of almost all of which
we can say more or less certainly that if they admit
life at all it is not our life.     Have we any warrant
for assuming that man, the creature of a moment in
time, the inhabitant of a speck in space, is really the
heir of all the ages, or anything more than a subli-
mated   form  of terrestrial life, which will  have its
youth, its   maturity, and its  decay like everything
else  hitherto created ?     Science, with  its record of
glacial epochs and its forecast   of vanishing heat;